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            "STANFORD HISTORY EDUCATION GROUP
17
EVALUATING EVIDENCE
Given the vast amount of information available online, students need to be able to distinguish 
between legitimate and dubious sources. Students need to ask a basic question: Where did this 
document I’m looking at come from? This task assesses whether students will stop to ask this 
question when confronted with a vivid photograph. Students are presented with a post from 
Imgur
, a photo sharing website, which includes a picture of daisies along with the claim that the 
flowers have “nuclear birth defects” from Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster.
Although the image is compelling and tempting to accept at face value, successful students will 
argue that the photograph does not provide strong evidence about conditions near the nuclear 
power plant. Students may question the source of the post, arguing that we know nothing 
about the credentials of the person who posted this photo (especially since it appears on a site 
where anyone can upload a photo). Alternatively, students may point out that the post provides 
no proof that the picture was taken near the power plant or that nuclear radiation caused the 
daisies’ unusual growth. 
Various drafts of this task were piloted with 454 high school students. The final version was given 
to 170 high school students. By and large, students across grade levels were captivated by the 
photograph and relied on it to evaluate the trustworthiness of the post. They ignored key details, 
such as the source of the photo. Less than 20% of students constructed “Mastery” responses, or 
responses that questioned the source of the post or the source of the photo. On the other hand, 
nearly 40% of students argued that the post provided strong evide"
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            Over the last year and a half, the Stanford History Education Group has prototyped, field tested, and validated a bank of assessments that tap civic online reasoning—the ability to judge the credibility of information that foods young people’s smartphones, tablets, and computers.

Between January 2015 and June 2016, we administered 56 tasks to students across 12
states. In total, we collected and analyzed 7,804 student responses. Our sites for field testing included under-resourced, inner-city schools in Los Angeles and well-resourced
schools in suburbs outside of Minneapolis. Our college assessments, which focused on
open web searches, were administered online at six different universities that ranged from Stanford, an institution that rejects 94% of its applicants, to large state universities that admit the majority of students who apply.

In what follows, we provide an overview of what we learned and sketch paths our
future work might take. We end by providing samples of our assessments of civic online reasoning.
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